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STEM
MUSEUM TRAIL

Self-Guided Visit
Teacher’s Handbook

The Oriental Gallery is on Floor 4 and the War Gallery on Floor 2.© Royal Armouries

Our Education Team runs a range of dynamic workshops to
complement your study of history in the classroom.

Tailored to meet the demands of the new history curriculum, our
sessions will enhance the study of key periods and chronology.

We have designed our sessions to provide a more interactive
and hands-on experience for pupils, allowing history to come
life in an exciting and meaningful way.

Sessions take place in our dedicated education centre and in
the museum galleries amongst the collection pieces.

For more information please contact our Bookings Team on
0113 220 1888 or visit our website www.royalarmouries.org

WE’VE GOT 
HISTORY SORTED



EXPLORE THE ORIENTAL GALLERY 
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Visit the Japanese section and have a look
at the armour of the Shimazu family.

Find this Mongolian helmet
The Mongol Empire existed during the
13th and 14th  centuries (1200 – 1300 BCE). 
Q: Approximately how old do you think

this helmet might be?
A: 700-800 years old

Q: Think of two ways it could be
developed to offer more protection. 

A: Stronger material
Cover more of the wearers head/face

Can you find this Turkish helmet?
Q: What metals are used on the Turkish

helmet as decoration?
A: Gold

Silver

Q: What metal is the armour made from?
A: Iron

Q: Can you think of any advantages and disadvantages for the wearer that this
might have caused?

A: Advantages: Strong, Good protection
Disadvantages: Heavy, iron is soft metal against fire arms

Q: What traditional textile techniques were used to produce patterns for kimonos?
A: Weaving, dyeing, hand painting, stencil dyeing, tie-dyeing, embroidery

Turn around to face
the tea-house. Find
the panel which
displays information
on oriental textiles
and patterns.
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Go back to the Mongolian helmet, where you began the trail and
turn into the entrance where the elephant is displayed. Find the
Persian and Turkish armours.

Move along and find the Lahore weaponry.

EARLY WAR

Q: Name 3 materials used to
make weapons in the Early
War Gallery. 

A: 1. Flint/stone
2. Bronze
3. Iron

Go to Floor 2 and enter the first entrance of the War Gallery.

Q: What 3D shape is the
quiver?

A: Cylinder

Q: Why do you think it
was designed in this
shape? 

A: To fit more arrows in

Go through to the back of the elephant room can
you find an enormous sword.
Q: How much does the sword weigh in kilograms?
A: 30.4 kg 

Q: Can you convert this into grams? 
A: 30,400g

Move clockwise around the gallery. Can you find
three shields from Lahore?
Q: How did the materials used to decorate the shields

develop from the early 18th century to the early
19th century?

A: Early 18th century: watered steel
Late 18th century: crimson velvet
Early 19th century: Steel

Compare how the two different armours would
protect the vital organs in the body and how. 
Q: Which would be more

protective?
A: Persian armour is more

protective as it has metal
plates. It would protect the
heart and lungs.
The Turkish one is less
protective as it is made of
cotton and silk.
The Persian armour would
offer more protection.
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Go through into the main War Gallery and
find the mounted Gothic knight.

On the image below can you design an armour that
would be effective in battle during the Viking age? 

MAIN WAR GALLERY

This knight is wearing what is called plate armour, if you look closely you
will see that there are gaps in his armour.
Q: Where on the body are these gaps?
A: Eyes, armpits, inside the elbows, back of the legs

Think about and label:
• What areas of the body are
you are going to protect?

• What materials are you going
to use and why?

• Where in the body does the
armour need to be more
flexible?Q: Why do you think the knight cannot be completely covered in plate armour?  

A: He will struggle to move

Q: The most common pieces of armour cover the chest and the head, why are
these pieces are so important? 

A: It protects your brain and heart which are needed to stay alive

Q: Can you name two parts of the skeleton that are very important for
protecting vital organs?

A: 1. Skull
2. Ribs

In addition to man-made armour humans have a skeleton which acts as a
natural defence. 


