Mr. Teague, Colonel, 8th Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment & 3rd/4th Battalion Baluchistan Infantry

1
00:00:00,005 --> 00:00:15,423
My battalion got through to the German second line without any hold ups, where it failed was a terrific small arms fire that came, and the casualties of course,

2
00:00:15,550 --> 00:00:36,090
just mowing down line after line, I didn’t feel any sense of tension as far as I can remember, lack of imagination I suppose, but as soon as I got out and realised the terrific machine gun fire that we were under and the noise,

3
00:00:36,191 --> 00:00:52,356
I felt unable to give any orders because of the crack of bullets. It surprised me that I had been in France then over a year and I thought my god I have never experienced anything like this in my life.

4
00:00:52,470 --> 00:00:58,671
So there we were in a trench and one, you know, at the word go, I mean, we all, sort of, got out together.

5
00:00:58,836 --> 00:01:02,878
Interviewer: Now what were you carrying?
Teague: Very little.
Interviewer: You would have a pistol?
Teague: Oh yes.

6
00:01:02,998 --> 00:01:09,226
Interviewer: A revolver?
Teague: Hmmm, yeah.
Interviewer: But nothing in your left hand?
Teague: No.

7
00:01:09,998 --> 00:01:28,286
Well the men were just going down like nine pins, I virtually had no contact with my platoon, we went over as a line, got into this terrific fire and I just simply saw the men being mowed down on either side,

8
00:01:28,456 --> 00:01:44,590
I was hit, er just before, er, the German lines but er, I was able to go on, I was only hit in the leg and so I felt I could go on and I got to the German second line,

9
00:01:45,141 --> 00:01:57,233
here and there you saw the deep German dugouts and so forth like that, but the ground was so frightfully battered by the artillery barrage that er, you know, that it was comparatively easy to get on.

10
00:01:57,393 --> 00:02:04,880
I mean I don’t think that there was a great deal of fire, the Germans weren’t defending the second line, again they were all down in deep dugouts and so forth,

11
00:02:05,003 --> 00:02:20,931
so were only taking even a few prisoners but at that time I mean I was almost alone and my leg was giving out, I just sat down in the German second line, had no men, nothing at all.

12
00:02:21,073 --> 00:02:32,975
I went on there for a little time wondering, sort of, what was happening and where were the rest of the thing because it was only with difficulty that I could move, I sort of, you could imagine with a leg wound and so forth,

13
00:02:33,068 --> 00:02:45,505
rather crawling and hopping and that sort of thing and then when I was about an hour with just, sort of, the roar going on behind me and I had no men at all.

14
00:02:45,698 --> 00:02:59,893
Then one of, one chap from either my company came along and said that there was, there was a chap called Keane who was badly wounded, he says you know, could I help him,

15
00:03:00,053 --> 00:03:14,501
so I crawled around to him in the German second line, I hadn’t seen a German at all and I found that he had been badly hit and he was mortally hit, he was wearing an armoured plate,

16
00:03:14,585 --> 00:03:25,843
they said officers if they wanted to could have a, they were trying out a plate, the back and the front, and the first thing he said to me was shoulder strap round here and these plates hanging down

17
00:03:26,071 --> 00:03:38,881
and he said oh cut this bloody thing off, er off me, and he was hit in the chest, er and, I don’t know, with a knife or something I tore off this thing, anyway he died, poor chap.

18
00:03:39,015 --> 00:03:53,998
whilst I was there and then later on in the day we got the order to retreat back to our own lines and I went back and to a casualty clearing station and sent home.
