Mr. A.E. Brown, Second Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment

1
00:00:02,541 --> 00:00:15,795
If you were attacked you used a lot of traversing fire but if you saw a lot of German soldiers coming down the road you would probably get orders to move and concentrate direct on them,

2
00:00:16,310 --> 00:00:26,543
now as soon as you did that, what happened, the German artillery used to open out on you, if there was a big attack you were just left on your own.

3
00:00:26,731 --> 00:00:35,441
If you had to traverse then you had to traverse, it was the only thing for you to do, you see, you had to use the gun best suitable to the circumstances,

4
00:00:35,666 --> 00:00:46,715
now if you were under attack the first thing you would look for was a shell hole, for cover, and emplace the gun and then you could traverse whatever you wanted to do or get on a fixed object.

5
00:00:46,816 --> 00:00:59,813
Specialised tasks, now I was a Lewis gunner, course I could fire the Maxim gun as well, the Maxim gun, you have to fill it up with water, it is water cooled, where the Lewis gun is air cooled,

6
00:01:00,043 --> 00:01:15,720
they gave me a Lewis gun, it is a very useful gun, it has a magazine that holds forty eight cartridges. When I first went out there was only two machine guns to a battalion and men; and a battalion and men was about twelve hundred men,

7
00:01:16,015 --> 00:01:29,838
back end of 1917 up to 1918, I think there would be about two Lewis guns or three Lewis guns to a company, there was four companies in a battalion.
