Henry D’Arcy Jones, Worcestershire Yeomanry

1
00:00:07,388 --> 00:00:08,953
Interviewer: Yes.

2
00:00:09,068 --> 00:00:17,778
Darcy: And I think it was only about half our troop charged their troop, they kept fighting with the other ones, it was quite exciting.

3
00:00:17,941 --> 00:00:20,641
Interviewer: What sort of distance apart were you in the charge?

4
00:00:20,740 --> 00:00:37,456
Darcy: Oh setting off I think must have been half a mile I think, half a mile, it was. They had a good go at us, the first lot there was one of their squadrons had to peel off and charge a nest of machine guns, that’s where we lost thirty percent.

5
00:00:37,541 --> 00:00:48,503
Interviewer: Thirty percent?
Darcy: Yes, charging against the machine guns. We lost the ???? captain and Tony Albright he got killed there.

6
00:00:48,616 --> 00:00:56,083
Interviewer: So when you start off on a charge, do you, you start off on a trot do you? And then gradually go faster or?
Darcy: Oh no, we start off going fast.

7
00:00:56,281 --> 00:01:03,468
Interviewer: You go hell for leather?
Darcy: Oh yes.
Interviewer: Right. This is half a mile of absolute galloping?

8
00:01:03,681 --> 00:01:24,770
Darcy: No, not quite half a mile because, because we went, we went some distance trotting, some distance until we turned into this valley, hidden valley you see, and er when you got to the valley because you couldn’t go anywhere else, there was sand, all sand, we got to the valley and it was firm ground and we charged up there.

9
00:01:24,895 --> 00:01:33,258
Interviewer: Right and this was with swords drawn?
Darcy: Oh yes.
Interviewer: Yes? But you still had a rifle? You also had a rifle?
Darcy: Oh no, oh no, your rifle was in a case.

10
00:01:33,343 --> 00:01:41,838
Interviewer: That’s what I mean, you had a rifle on the horse, in its erm holster.
Darcy: And a bayonet
Interviewer: Yes but this was a cavalry charge with swords drawn.
Darcy: Swords drawn, yes.

11
00:01:41,956 --> 00:01:56,746
Interviewer: Yeah, right.
Darcy: It was a canter [indistinguishable] because I remember when we reached the guns I saw our troop officer, coming into the right with his sword drawn, walking.
Interviewer: Walking?
Darcy: Walking.

12
00:01:56,876 --> 00:02:17,303
Interviewer: Yes.
Darcy: Lost his horse you see and I couldn’t quite work out why he wasn’t, why he was over there. He didn’t charge with our troop because we came in bits.
Interviewer: Yes.
Darcy: In bits. Previous to that he had been allocated to head somebody else. I couldn’t believe it.

13
00:02:17,440 --> 00:02:28,656
Interviewer: Bit of a muck up. Yes.
Darcy: In the end I was with these chaps, with the old fellows afterwards, their eyes were bloodshot.
Interviewer: Bloodshot?
Darcy: Excitement.

14
00:02:28,743 --> 00:02:29,966
Interviewer: With excitement?
