Frank Seeley, Lincolnshire Yeomanry

1
00:00:00,001 --> 00:00:13,365
Our brigade the 22nd together with one brigade of the Australian Light Horse and a brigade of the New Zealand Mounted Rifles composed the Anzac Mounted Division.

2
00:00:13,498 --> 00:00:28,845
The plan for the breaking of the Turks’ line was that after heavy bombardment from the sea by the navy monitors etcetera, the infantry were to make a frontal attack,

3
00:00:28,961 --> 00:00:46,923
whereas we the cavalry were to cut inland bypass the city of Gaza until we came to the north east of the town, then turn back and in our turn to sweep across the intervening black country and attack Gaza from that direction.

4
00:00:47,056 --> 00:01:04,235
It was October the 31st before the final breakthrough came, by then the army that General Allenby commanded consisted of three mounted divisions, an independent yeomanry brigade, a camel corps brigade,

5
00:01:04,341 --> 00:01:19,321
the Leicester and Berkshire batteries of the RHA and six infantry divisions, including the 74th known as the broken spur because it was composed entirely of dismounted yeoman.

6
00:01:19,431 --> 00:01:32,465
On October the 31st the Australians galloped through Beersheba they were not armed with swords but that did not matter to them, they fixed bayonets and galloped through with fixed bayonets on the horses

7
00:01:32,560 --> 00:01:47,318
and the next day we watered our horses there at Abraham’s Wells. The pursuit which followed was held up by a strong Turkish rearguard action, plus this everlasting shortage of water.

8
00:01:47,408 --> 00:02:00,121
When Beersheba fell the Turks had to evacuate Gaza, it became untenable and the infantry moved up the coast, we went so far and then had to return across

9
00:02:00,203 --> 00:02:14,716
to the coast for water and then we followed the line up through the land of Canaan until eventually we reached Lod, the tomb of our patron saint St George.
