The Amazing CLife

of Chevaliere D’Con



Charlotte Geneviéve Louise Augusta Andréa

Timothéa D'€on de Beaumont was born in Tonnerre,
France on the 5th October 7728.

She was raised as an orthodox Roman Catholic and
explored ideas of being transgender from an early
age ﬂzraa?k her religion - she was fascinated by
transgender saints who had lived in monasteries

and convents as their true gender and were
diseovered to be trans after their death and then
canonised as saints. |




to question her

- with men de

M W the possibility of living as a woman,
perhaps in safety @4 8 in a convent.
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l Having excelled at school, and written numerous rP‘
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books regarding topics of interest to the French
state, she was recruited to the Secret du Roi - The
Ring’s secret service - as a spy, in 1756. The French
King at this time was Louis XV (15th).
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| D’on was sent to Russia in 1756 and there are two |
. accounts of how this happened. h
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%‘ D’¢on was dispatched to Russia as the |
* secretary of the ambassador to Russia, ‘
E Chevalier Douglas. There are accounts of this
3

happening as well.
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D’€on’s mission was to influence Empress Elizabeth |

to improve relations between France & Russia to
seat a king sympathetic to France on the throne of

Poland. Dgéon herself alludes to both versions of
events happening. Perhaps this is because both did
happen in their own ways but also perhaps because \
she was a spy and more than one account kept

people guessing.
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Elizabeth was knawn for regularly holding

“Metamorphosis Balls” where attendees were
expected to present as a different gender and
D’éon would most certainly have attended these
balls in order to get closer to Empress Elizabeth.
The tradition of t}tese balls was camed on by
Catherine The Great! A e







1761 saw her on the front line of the Seven Years
War as a captain of a squadron of dragoons. She

. was wounded in action. The following year D’€on
_ was dispatched to England to smooth relations over
* with the English and negotiate a peace which

resulted in The Treaty of Paris being signed =
between England and France in February 1763. -
e TR HATS

She was awarded the Order of Saint-Louis & the
. title of Chevalier (Knight). She was 35.
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Meeting Queen Charlotte

rw sun la meordhe, %&HM‘ teut ce qeee ?f;t‘?!l
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When D’€on was sent to England in 1762 it seems
that part of her secret mission was to influence
Queen Charlotte, the Queen-Consort of George JJJ.
There were rumours that D’€on was having an
affair with Queen Charlotte. There is little evidence
of this, but D’¢on was never one to squash rumours
as they often helped serve a purpose for her.
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BESTITE:

s While in England she was appointed temporary
D d 7rench ambassador to keep 5 [feace, but her
secret mission was to pa.s'.s- inte
Trenclz state for an invasion of

agenee to the
itain.
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< During this time we can imagine she might have
. had some contact with underground drag and
eross-dressing balls or even molly houses -

although D’€on is o:;q}zt to be asexual so the
- [atter may be les.-s' like
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.
She was red after 6 months for insubordination
after disliking who was chosen to permanently

’ succeed her m the role and was ordered to return
_ to France to face trial risonment, but being
k‘ part of the Secret du Ro:, €on had access to a

great number of French state secrets and she 1y
threatened to leak them if the King did not pardon ﬁ
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Louis XV did not believe her and so called her |
bluff...She was not bluffing...This move made her

: very unpopular in France but won great favour
w | with the English.

" - Jn 1766 Louis XV offered her an annual ‘pension’ of
19,000 Livres (£900) on the condition she release
no more state secrets and continue to spy for |

" France as and when necessary - terms which D’éon
p gladl accepted. She went on to continue to live in
. ngland for the next decade, but now however was

able to live openly as a woman.
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This started rumours about her ‘true sex’. D’€on did
nothing to dissuade these mmours' as they clear[y
allowed her to kee f the air o m% ter;( a aut er

v

. that she so neede emg a sg

< | Peeds Intelligencer (The Yorkshire Post publzshed
o that she was a woman.
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£lter, who, in her father's life time, marricd
eontrary to the withes of her family; 2 ftep
which the incenfed pareat never forgave, and he
died without leaving her a thilling, though her
circum{lances, were oot 2

_The geoerouns outh, her brother, howevyer, on
ficceeding to the eftate; fent for her in the moft
afisQionate manaer, and putting-rotes to the
amount of 20,500l. ipto her hands, declaring he
was'too anhappy ia the lofs of a facher, iobe
deprived of fo valuahle a relation a1 his fifter.

. & 1y isnow tertainiy known that the fon who
has long been received in England under the
pame cf the Cheralier D’'Eor is 2 woman,

litele embarcafled. ) |
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With Louis XV's death in 1774 the Secret du Ro: was
abolished and D’fon was able to negotiate her
return to France with Louis XV), supported by
numerous influential friends. The result was a

20-page treaty that involved her handing over all
¥ the remaining state secrets she held.
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Another part was that D *$on be allowed to continue
‘ living ker life as a woman. There are several
| dszerent versions of how this happened. |
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" 1. D’6on stoked rumours she had been born a cis
as her birth gender.

female, forced to live as a boy, then a man so
? FE O .. W = WS

that she would be able to mheret her father’s
2 D’fon was upfront about being transgender and

estate, and that she wished to return to living r.
as part of the treaty demanded that she be able
to live as a woman.
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9.The French state & court were confused by
d live

, D’on and said she must pick a gender an
| as drat for the rest of her life.
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D’6on began prepanng for her relocatzan to Trance. |
B )t’s at this time she had the sword made - as a
| parting gift to her friend; the poet George keate.
& He also owned and perhaps aommzmoned a 4
paintmg of D’ éan in her 25th year. il
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' The sword was presented to George Xeate in 1777
by Chevaliere d’6on. It is a smallsword that has a
| boat-shaped copper alloy hilt with an older,

: straight double-edged blade made by Lourengo de
S Carvalho.

The blade has a gilded inscription that says “GIVEN
Bl THE RNIGHTESS D'EON T0 HER FORMER FRIEND |

GEO0: REATE ESQUIRE. 1777”
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;ke swﬁrd and its scabbard were pmha:s'e:d by the
" Royal Armouries, in Leeds, in 1980 and it is still on

display there today
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£ Now open

£ bitly/330Fel5

has
illections

# Fort Nelgon, in'Hampshire; and the Roval Armouries

1 Museum, In Leeds.
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diminutive size made it perfect for
wie 1o

w found on the Mary RHose;

and o *vampire killing kit' full of

19ih-century items Including stakes,

a crucifix and garlic paste.

The mugeum will be open {rom

10am-5pm 1 Wednesday to

5u fi et st be

buok ance. The Tournament

Gallery 1 floor 3 and 5 of the

Wir Galld T CUrren |

prepare for new exhibi

the cafe, shop and tollets are open.
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Return to France
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By 1777 she was an “Honourable prisoner of war” Bat thel &
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palace of Versailles in the court of King J o :@7] S l
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She was %9 years old  and was expected

= e
to now be™ .' "
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Queen Marie Antoinette! turned out to be rather a big
supporter  of Chevaliere D’€on, pushing hey husband 7. b
- Y

to order a new wardrobe for her by the Queen’s desi?&fr £
Rose Bertin - with a grant for ~ new dresses and makeup

w2

B ey to abide by court  standards. Jes)
3 SAAA TG
'8 = Jn 1778 she asked to lead a squadron in the

-

L ‘ji‘.?j American War for Independence but was declined
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S’he a.s'leed to lead '\

\a squadron af female saldzers

against the Habs'burqs in 1792

| } Dut wa.s- once again declined,
_ ;:' . §
77::: cauld ave been due to‘

&

- 4>
T 'J e &
\ a

e,
*
s

)
e
< VB
“ -4
\ -
\ -
™ =
to a sgnous miury/
‘" ’:-?_'"_ﬁ .- :
By 1806 S pp oy i s Rt
y 1806 she had a fall L and was left bedrzdden,
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At the autopsy it was decreed that she had a
“perfectly formed” penis and testicles, but that she
also had “remarkably full breasts”. This tells us she

was an intersex trans woman.
W N N N> = =

It is rumoured many were present at the autopsy
including Queen Charlotte; there are reports that
the Queen was so grief stricken at the death of her
. former lover that she had ordered the autopsy
herself to understand the fate that had befallen gugs 3
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‘ Not only was D’éon subjected to the indignity of ‘7
wli people crowding her apartments to view her body, G

' her genitalia was drawn by Charles Turner and B4 %
? '%L prints were made as proof of her “real sex”. Wit AE
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Some daerise she is the inspiration belfind Pizz::a
woolf’s Orlando, after having been written @ o
by her father Gir Peslie Stephen when editing

Dictionary of National Biography.
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ilms, tv shows, plays and operas have
sought to depict D’€on in various ways.
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If you are 18+ and need trans support in Leeds
. then you ean contact:
\\J . SEL. - S8 . -
Non-Bin e
s WNonBinaryLeeds@gmail.com
www. nanbmaryleedr org.uk
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Contact@7TransLeeds.lgbt
transleeds.org
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Memorial monument for La Chevaliere D’€on

Designed in 2022 by Luna Morgana
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